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Taking in archbishops and artists, punks
parks and palaces, this walk takes you on
a leisurely tour of some of Croydon’s
famous people and places.

The walk was put together for Croydon
Heritage Festival 2015 by Wandle Park
Heritage Project volunteers.

The project is funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund and supported by
. Croydon Council.
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Famous Croydon

Length: 5.5km or 3.4 miles.
Time: 1.5 -2 hours.
Terrain: Pavements and paths.
Difficulty: Easy.
Suitabilty: All ages.
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Exit East Croydon Station onto George Street. Use
the pedestrian crossing to cross George Street and,
turning to your left, take the first right-hand turn past
the AIG building onto Altyre Road.

Continue straight down Altyre Road until you reach
the Croydon Law Courts (1).This is where Eric
Cantona is rumoured to have dreamt up his well
quoted statement about seagulls and trawlers
following his infamous kung-fu kick on a Crystal
Palace fan.The incident followed Cantona's sending
off in the Crystal Palace vs Manchester United match
on 25th January, 1995.

"When the seagulls follow the trawler, it's because
they think sardines will be thrown into the sea."

Continue along Altyre Road, and use the pedestrian
crossing to cross Barclay Road. Turn right down
Barclay Road, taking care to cross Fairfield Path, and
enter Park Hill Park.

Follow the path through the centre of Park Hill Park,
passing the tennis courts on your left-hand side, until
you reach a walled garden.Within the garden there is
an interpretation board in memory of local artist
Cicely Mary Barker (2), author of the Flower Fairies
series of children’s books.
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Later in the walk, we will pass a church that holds a
large painting by Cicely Mary Barker.

Follow the path straight on, ignoring the fork to the
left hand side.You should now be passing Coombe
Cliff House (3) on your right. The house was built by
John Horniman, the founder of the famous tea
merchanting firm of the same name. In 1892 the
house had an impressive glass conservatory attached,
but this fell into disrepair and was damaged by fire in
1977.

In 1985, the conservatory was transferred to the
Horniman Museum in Forest Hill, where it now
stands in the museum gardens.

Continue on the path downhill as it snakes past the
house, until you reach the junction with Coombe
Road. Turn right onto Coombe Road and continue
for 10-15 minutes until you reach the junction where
St Andrew’s Church (4) stands.

St Andrew’s Church is home to one of Cicely Mary
Barker’s artworks, Out of Great Tribulation. The
church also features a font on which Cicely Mary
Barker has painted frescos of local people attending
church.
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(11). Croydon Skyscraper. by.
Malcolm McLaren

Image courtesy of the
Museum of Croydon
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(10).Whitgift AlImshouses
by E.A. Phipson, 1923
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(6). Croydon Parish Church by Ramsey Reinagle,
1839. Image courtesy of the Museum of Croydon

“4.St Andrew's
Church

(2). © The Estate of Cicely.
Mary. Barker.

Reproduced by permission
of Frederick Warne & Co.

(8). Ronnie Corbet, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor: |
and Pegy Ashcroft statues on Carles Street (4). Out of Great Tribulation |
by Cicely Mary Barker, 1948 —




