
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF 

WANDLE PARK, HELD IN WANDLE PARK CAFÉ AT 12 NOON ON 

SUNDAY 25TH OF OCTOBER 2015. 

 

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  The minutes of the AGM for 2014 were read 

and approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:   

Park Security:  Although not actually in the Park, Mr Al Haq raised an issue of the 

safety of older people living nearby.   He lives on Rectory Grove and feels intimidated 

by the speed and close proximity of some young people using the pavement on skate 

boards, either going to or coming from the park.  Skate Park users will be asked by 

the Facebook page, to show consideration for pedestrians. 

 

Concern was also expressed about teenagers and young adults abusing the playground 

equipment meant for younger children and also using loud and abusive language.  

This often happens at night after the park is ‘closed’ and is a nuisance to nearby 

residents.  Motorised scooters etc are also used on park paths in contravention of by-

laws.   

Where possible the Police should be informed. 

 

Other matters: Covered as Agenda items 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS:  Collected at the rate £1 per head.  £2 

collected from members recorded as unpaid for the past year. 

 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:  

Chair - This was provided verbally by George (Secretary) on Nick’s (Chair) behalf.  

The activities of the Friends over the past year have included a river walk, the party in  

the park, river monitoring, the poetry festival (with Poet’s Anonymous), monitoring 

the closure of park gates, meeting to collect litter, working in the Community Garden, 

setting up a new website and supporting the Volunteering and Learning Officer in his 

wide range of activities.  Areas requiring improvement are building on this 

partnership working and including skate park users in the day to day work of the 

Friends. 

 

Treasurer – Simon (Treasurer) circulated copies of his Annual statement.  As the 

funds of the Friends are so small, it would not be good value for money to pay an 

Auditor but if any member of The Friends with skills in this area would like to take 

this on once a year, they would be welcome to do so.  The only significant item of 

expenditure was the purchase of 10 ‘high vis’ waistcoats bearing our name, for any 

activities in the park.  

 

 

 

 



ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

 

The new Committee was elected unopposed as follows:-  Nick Barnett (Chair), Simon 

Jones (Treasurer), George Wright (Secretary), Maya Thakura-Bogdanowicz, 

Catherine Graham, Irma Upex-Huggins, Andrew Dickinson, Will Armstrong, 

Christina Unwins and Edward Leyland.  It was agreed that Catherine Aitchison would 

be co-opted for matters relating to the website (http://wandlepark.wordpress.com). 

 

POSTCARDS 

Irma agreed to look into the feasibility of getting postcards of the park (for example 

from the Croydon museum material) and maybe some recent images, with a view to 

offering them for sale.  A request would need to be made to the Café to see if the 

would assist with the display / sale. 

 

CROCUSES 

80,000 crocus corms were offered to community groups in recognition of Croydon’s 

eponymous links with saffron production.  The community gardeners were 

congratulated for having secured and planted some of these in the park. 

 

CHILDREN’S PLAY EQUIPMENT 

It was agreed that the range of equipment in the area for small children is limited 

compared to the old playground.  Other problem areas stem from dog fouling, for 

example in the sandpit and intrusion by adolescents and adults, misusing the rides etc.   

 

It was agreed that the Friends would formally write to Croydon Council to seek their 

views on the provision of more equipment and fencing the area off, as well looking 

for any funding sources that may become available to the Friends for these purposes.  

It was noted that the signage and Ranger cover do not deter misuse in this location. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Public toilet provision 

This remains a contentious issue in the park, with a lot of evidence that some people 

urinate and even defecate in public.  The problem is made worse outside of Café 

opening hours, when the toilet facility in there is not accessible to park users.  It was 

agreed that if ever funding for a toilet became available, it would be best sited near 

the skate park / tram stop, given the fact that a lot of people use the skate park area in 

the evenings, tram passengers are relieving themselves in the bushes in the park and 

foot traffic up there will increase with the new South Quarter gate.  The point that the 

new gate might improve access to toilet facilities in Purley Way stores toilets was also 

made. 

 

It was agreed that the letter to the Council on the Children’s area fencing / equipment 

should also raise the issues of poor visibility of any Ranger cover and the lack of 

proper toilet facilities.  The Friend’s letter should ask how we can work together to 

resolve these matters.  

 

Chess board 

The Lottery is ok with us painting the 8x8 paving stones in the Rose Garden, 

providing the paint is removable.  Ed agreed to liaise with George over getting it done. 

 

http://wandlepark.wordpress.com/


It was agreed that once done, it would be a good idea to put a permanent notice on the 

Rose Garden shelter that ping pong balls / bats and giant chess pieces are available 

from the Café. 

 

 

Café 

There was a lot of appreciation for the Café and the fact they were managing to be 

viable.  The Friends need to promote its use as much as possible and it would be 

helpful to invite a Café representative to a future Committee meeting for this purpose. 

 

Park opening times 

The Friend’s monitoring appeared to result in the gates being closed regularly, with 

the exception of the small Theobald Road gate.  It is possible this provides a ‘safety 

valve’ for anyone locked in and has not created any obvious problems.  Some 

members want 24x7 opening, others don’t, some want more lighting and others don’t 

so the status quo prevails. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

The first meeting of the new Committee will take place at 12 noon in the Café on 6th 

of December.  General Friend’s meetings will also be on the first Sunday of each 

month (same time and venue) when there is not a Committee meeting.  These 

informal meetings allow members to pass their views on to Committee members (as 

do the Facebook, Friend’s yahoo email system and the website facility). 

 

George Wright   

Secretary 

 


